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A little history about the Inspection Saloon 

The Inspection Saloon evolved from the withdrawal of a 6B Hastings DEMU Buffet Car 60755 in 

1964 and was rebuilt as an Inspection Saloon which entered service in 1969. 

 

It was converted to be driven from either end. 

 

Its claim to fame is that in 1981 it was used to convey HRH The Prince of Wales and his late wife 

Diana to Romsey. The following year it was provided when the Pope travelled from Gatwick    

Airport to Victoria. 

 

It does have a nick-name of The Tea Trolley, I will leave you to work out the significance! 

 

It does have a practical use, even to the present day! When in service it would be pushed around 

the SR track system up to a maximum of 100mph by a single locomotive or by diesel. Its purpose 

is to carry various staff who are looking for faults in the track such as a jolt or bump, record them 

and their positions and report these to the track gang who are called to repair whatever was faulty. 

It also transports staff around the network checking on the progress of reported works. 

 

Most of the pictures in this article show it in the standard BR colours but of recent times it has 

been repainted in green with a name of Caroline and operated by a commercial company that 

bought the rights to carry out the maintenance work.. 
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