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A pictorial history of the SR/BR Cinema Coach and  

Generator Van set 

One this and the next pages you will find a series of pictures showing 

models of the set of 2 in both SR and BR liveries 

Pictures courtesy of Tony Wright 
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Pictures courtesy of Richard Wilson 

An article published in the June 2012 edition of BRM 
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Generator Van set 

In 1939 the then Southern Railway built on a converted underframe a Cinema Coach for staff training    

purposes which had a seating capacity of 60 people sitting 4 to a bench across the body with entrances 

through double doors which were on either side at the end of the coach. 

 

The usage was for staff training films and at the same time a converted LSWR passenger luggage van was 

converted with a generator placed inside it so the unit was able to be self contained once taken to any part 

of the region.  

 

Pre War livery was Pre War Malachite Green and after the War up to 1964 it was Post War Malachite 

Green livery 

 

The unit lasted some considerable time well into British Rail and finally withdrawn in 1973. Whilst in    

British Rail ownership it was repainted in 1964 with a Blue Grey and White livery and pictures of this    

livery are shown Transfers for this livery are obtainable from. www.rail.tec-models.com 

 

The model of both coach and van are in etched brass with bogies supplied and transfers which cover the 

Southern Railway period .  These transfers are included in the kit which covers both models in the Green 

period. A resin cast generator is also included to go into the van. Both models are also available in ready to 

run form with either 00 or EM wheel sets just state which type you would like with the kit.  

A review by Hornby Magazine Issue 52 (October 2011),  

reproduced with permission. 
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Pictures showing  the set in practical use 

at Birmingham New Street Station in 

1967 

As the caption says this        

p h o t o g r a p h  s h o ws  t h e 

�µ�D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H�¶�� �O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �D����������
presentation aboard the cinema 

coach. The person at the end of 

the coach (you can just see his 

head poking out from the doors) 

�Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �µ�G�L�G������������������������
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�¶�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H����������������������������
presentation to run smoothly and 

to work the projector. 

The following has come to light from Paul 

Bond who actually watched a film in the    

cinema coach and I am grateful to him for his 

reminiscence: 

 

�³�2�Q�H�� �D�I�W�H�U�Q�R�R�Q�� �F�L�U�F�D�� ��������-70 on my way 
home on what would have been Platform 19 of 
Waterloo Station, I noticed a Cinema Coach 
and as a train spotter and railway enthusiast I 
just had to go inside and with 3/4 others 
�Z�D�W�F�K�H�G�� �D�� �V�K�R�U�W�� �F�D�U�W�R�R�Q�� �V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �µ�6�W�D�U�W-
�U�L�W�H�¶�� �6�K�R�H�V���� �1�R�W�� �Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �P�L�V�V�� �P�\�� �F�R�Q�Q�H�F��
�W�L�R�Q���� �,�� �G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� �V�W�D�\�� �O�R�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�[�W��
day armed with my faithful Kodak Instamatic, 
�U�H�J�U�H�W�W�D�E�O�\���V�K�H���Z�D�V���J�R�Q�H���´ 


